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Hi Bourke and surrounding communities!
Here is our second newsletter. We were going to get children to help put it together,
but now we’re in lockdown, so we really hope to involve them next time.

WHAT WE’VE BEEN DOING
Working with schools
Our Bourke Public school students have started creating their cultural profiles.

Each Monday spirit connects with BPS support class via Zoom.
Pictured here is James Knight yarning about his cultural profile he is working on.
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Denton Johnson presenting his cultural profile on Zoom

Our Bourke High School students received a special family project to do at home. They
may be able to prepare something for NAIDOC week, if they are ready and inspired!

Engaging with community
In the community, SPIRIT started an after-school program. Sadly, lockdown was
announced after just two days of our program. It will be back as soon as the stay at home
restrictions are lifted. We look forward to seeing the after-school kids back in the Hub.
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After-school group enjoying an afternoon snack

After school group being creative with Tanya Edwards from BACHS.
Thank you so much BACHS for your support and indispensable help with transport and supervision!

Jaziek Orcher

Cultural profiles
Please keep engaging with us on our Facebook page. On our page you will see that we
have started a series of “cultural profiles”. Please take photos of your children or of
Elders, or families at home with you now. Send the photos to us at Spirit Program
Bourke, call Tracey on 0484 861 697 or email contact@spiritbourke.com.au. Include a
few words about your family, the families you’re connected to, your tribal language and
whatever else you would like to add.
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SPIRIT Program Bourke was set up for kids to learn from their Elders about culture and
history and also to learn to tell their own stories. We have exciting plans for the children.
Let’s get them involved in whatever way we can, so they can expand their awareness of
who they are and of their rich history and culture. We need to keep engaging with
children even while we can’t meet them face to face!

`
My name is Tyjuan Kennedy/Kelly
My tribe is Murrawari and Kamilaroi
I live in Dubbo
When lockdown is over, I'm going to the pride lands out Enngonia

My name is Oscar Wallace
Proud Ngemba (Mt Gundabooka)
and Ngiyampaa (Ivanhoe).
My family is the Lackay/Williams/Wilson mob.
I live in Victoria but hope to get to Bourke after lockdown to learn from my Elders
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Oral History
The SPIRIT Program is there for everyone in the community, children, elders, whole
families.
We introduce children and young people to skills, including filming and recording. We
encourage them to record their family Elders, so that the stories of the past are
preserved for the younger generations to come.
The Elders’ stories inform our younger generations about their rich history and culture.
They are a source of knowledge, understanding and pride. They’ll be a source of
strength to them in the future.

It’s more important than ever that we record and preserve the stories
of our old people and our culture. With your permission, your story
will become an important part of Aboriginal history, never to be
forgotten.
We have recorded many community elders, but there are many more to record. We
want to keep doing this even during lockdown. We are thinking of ways to connect with
families so the Elders’ stories can be recorded with their help.
If anyone would like to get involved in any way, please get in touch!!! We need
all the help we can get to make this happen.

At a recent Kunja tribal meeting, Elders expressed their wish to have their stories recorded for
the community’s oral history which will remain for the younger generations. Pictured at the
Kunja meeting Wayne Knight Marjorie Rose and Kevin Knight.

VIDEO COMPETITION
Lockdown is no fun for kids. Please spread the word about our video competition for
girls and boy. Since lockdown has been extended, we are extending the deadline for
the competition and will accept entries as long as the lockdown is on. There are
prizes to be won. Please tell lots of kids about it! Details are in a flyer at the end of
this newsletter.
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Cultural gatherings

Gloria Kelly sharing knowledge during a cultural gathering, collecting bush medicine, Dog bush, with
her grandson Kuhtai Kelly. Kuhtai is a descendant of the Ngemba and Kunja tribes.

SPIRIT was present at “Welcome baby to country” ceremony.
This baby’s name is Shae’el Mitchell, a local baby of Bourke

We are still here during lockdown!
You can always get in touch by phone, email or on our Facebook page
SPIRIT Program Bourke
and your kids can still enter the video competition
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More from our after-school activities
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THANK YOU
A huge thank you to everyone who making it possible for us to do our work.
This week, a special thanks to Randall’s Newsagency and to S Crombie Services. A
very big thank you to Phillip Parnaby for his continuing support of The SPIRIT
Program. We are so sad about the loss of Diggers on the Darling and the Oxley Hall
– both central to the community spirit and history.
Thank you to BACHS, without whom we would not have had the capacity to welcome
such a great group of kids at the hub for the after-school activities.
Thank you to Maranguka, whose Growing our kids up safe smart and strong strategy
we are a part of.
Thank you everyone who is interested in our work, all the participants and readers,
and thanks to all the parents whose children are a part of SPIRIT.
If you are someone who is interested in working with us, now or in the future, we are
offering training opportunities and work experience. Paid casual work may be
available from time to time.
Just a couple of the things we would love some help with - Mentoring and supervision of children
- Recording oral history interviews and helping plan the interviews
There are other things you can do and learn. Please get in touch if you would like to
find out more.
Contact 0484 861 697 or contact@spiritbourke.com.au
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